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Issue for Decision 

The proposed draft Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy 2021-

2026 was subject to a public consultation process between 14 January 2021 to 

10 March 2021.  

The Licensing Committee recommended that the Communities, Housing and 

Environment Committee approve the draft Busking Guidelines.  

Recommendation Made 

That the proposed draft Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy 

2021-2026, as attached at Appendix A to the report, be approved.  

Reasons for Recommendation 

A review of the existing policy was carried out which highlighted areas of the 

policy in need of revision having regard to the Statutory Taxi and Private Hire 
Vehicle Standards published in July 2020 to which all Licensing Authorities must 

have regard to in carrying out their licensing function. Proposals were also put 
forward supporting the council’s carbon neutral commitment. 
 

Since the consultation took place the Government have announced plans to 
introduce mandatory HRMC checks as part of taxi and private hire licence 

applications from April 2022. Exact details are not yet known and will be set out 
in Regulations in due course, however this will necessitate slight changes being 
made to the application procedures. It is recommended therefore that Members 

agree for officers to make the necessary minor administrative amendments to 

the relevant sections of the Policy to reflect this proactively. 

Four responses were received to the public consultation, with each response 

evaluated by the Senior Licensing Officer. Several Members of the Licensing 

Committee expressed support for delaying the implementation date of 2023 for 

carbon neutral vehicles, in part due to the impact of Covid-19 and to prevent 

greater barriers of entry to the trade. 

Alternatives Considered and Why Not Recommended 

To continue to rely on the current Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing 
Policy; however this does not incorporate recent changes in Legislation and the 

latest National Standards for Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle or the matters 
required by the climate change and biodiversity action plan. 



Background Documents 

Statutory & Best Practice Guidance for taxi and PHV licensing authorities (publishing.service.gov.uk)  

10.9 Councillor Handbook - Taxi and PHV Licensing_November_2017.pdf (local.gov.uk) 

Licensing Committee Minutes of the Meeting Held on Thursday 15 April 2021 (Maidstone.gov.uk) 

Appendices  

Appendix A – draft Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy 2021-

2021.  

 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/928583/statutory-taxi-and-private-hire-vehicle-standards-english.pdf
https://www.local.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/10.9%20Councillor%20Handbook%20-%20Taxi%20and%20PHV%20Licensing_November_2017.pdf
https://maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/council-and-democracy/primary-areas/your-councillors?sq_content_src=%2BdXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGbWVldGluZ3MubWFpZHN0b25lLmdvdi51ayUyRmRvY3VtZW50cyUyRmc0NTgzJTJGUHJpbnRlZCUyMG1pbnV0ZXMlMjAxNXRoLUFwci0yMDIxJTIwMTguMzAlMjBMaWNlbnNpbmclMjBDb21taXR0ZWUucGRmJTNGVCUzRDEmYWxsPTE%3D
https://maidstone.gov.uk/home/primary-services/council-and-democracy/primary-areas/your-councillors?sq_content_src=%2BdXJsPWh0dHBzJTNBJTJGJTJGbWVldGluZ3MubWFpZHN0b25lLmdvdi51ayUyRmRvY3VtZW50cyUyRmc0NTgzJTJGUHJpbnRlZCUyMG1pbnV0ZXMlMjAxNXRoLUFwci0yMDIxJTIwMTguMzAlMjBMaWNlbnNpbmclMjBDb21taXR0ZWUucGRmJTNGVCUzRDEmYWxsPTE%3D

